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ABSTRACT

Paule Marshall was a prolific American author. S¥es a poet, novelist, professor and librarian. fhiglished
her first novel in 1959Brown Girl, Brownstongswhich received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1966r Ebllection of
four novellas,Soul Clap Hands and Singvon the National Institute of Arts Award. She fisited her powerful and
promising novelDaughtersin 1991.Daughterswas a novel about the main character, Ursa McKewriese parental
dependency suppressed her identity, freedom arebémtience. This novel was about the impact of &eiilial and
cultural surrounding on her struggle for self-deéfom. Ursa was a well educated and honest blacknawo who is
struggling to make a career and life for hersellew York. She faced many obstacles like in her. I8he passed through
the abortion, a break up with her boyfriend, thatsdf a new job, and finally, the need to comeetans with her family
back home. Throughout the novel, she was strugdgbngnderstand herself her parents back home inAthst Indies.

Daughterswas highly focused the struggle for self-definitia this novel.
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INTRODUCTION

Paule Marshall was a prominent American author. fitneel presented the struggle for self-definitidrback
women Paule Marshall was born April 9, 1929 at Valenaale Burke in Brooklyn, New York. Her mother Adad the
father Samuel Burke was emigrated from Barbad&s &ftorld War I. She was highly influenced by Wesdian culture.
As a Caribbean-American immigrant, she exploredcth@&flicts and issues of Caribbean-American imnnigfamilies in
her writing. Her first novel Brown Girl, Brownstonesvas about a young Caribbean-American girl growipgimu an
African-Caribbean community. The protagonist stladgto search herself, but community resists h&ngits. She
educated from Brooklyn College. She was graduated @ude in 1953. In this year, she began workmgaf small

African-American magazine and with this she beganwriting literary work.

Her writing career was very impressive. She expldtee major themes in her works which reflects tvan
issues and problems in life. The major themes dela search for identity, the struggle for selfidgdn, homeland and
need for female empowerment. Her use of languadenvends reflected the West Indian culture becabsewsas grown up
in a bicultural environment. This environment wih tin language and folklore of Barbados. She erarhithe issues and
experiences of Caribbean-American Community. P&aeshall won a Lifetime Achievement Award in 201@rh the
Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards. She was a well-knowntlaor in African American Literature who explorecetissues of

black women and their struggle in society.
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Concept of Self-Definition

The self-definition was a person’s own identificatiabout self. The realization of self-definitiazatls a person
towards the clarification of his own life. The pansbecame aware of his aim to live his life. It vpagne important that

every person must think about own self-definitiowl éive purposefully in his life.
Self

'the personality or character that makes a perstiareht from other people: the
combination of emotions, thoughts, feelings, dttat makes a person different from

others!

The self was person's own experience of his pemgptmotions, thoughts and feelings. These expes® were
different from the other person, and this real@atinade an aware about self-definition.

Self-Definition
» Self-definition is being able to know who you arelavhat your purpose is in life.
«  An example of self-definition is when you knowameua strong, capable, confident teacher and hudan
«  The understanding or determination of one’s owmingsor basic qualities.
«  The definition of one's identity, character, algt and attitudes by onesélf.

The self-definition provides a confidence to tacklery problem in life with knowing own nature ahésic
qualities. It gives a positive way to live. Througjlis identification of self, we can create ourug We can erase the bad

things in our life and nurture our life with theagbthings.
Struggle for Self-Definition in Paule Marshall’'s Daughters

Daughterswas a great and extraordinary novel by Paule Mdrdhaughterswas a story of Ursa Mackenzie, a
young girl, the main protagonist of the novel. UMackenzie was needed freedom as her status iobalgtontext. She
was bi-national and bi-cultural. Her mother wasels, American born and her father was Primus Macie, the leading
politician. Ursa was 30-year-old. Early fourteeransgein her life, she lived in Triunion and lateay®in the United States.
She had traveled to both places. She caught betimaecoultures, the USA, and the Caribbean as veeiree must find her
own way. She was left the well paid corporate nedefob and assisted the African-American candidatemayor in a
nearby city. Her father was a powerful Triunionipialn known to everyone as ‘PM'. He disliked tjob, but her mother
was pleased. Ursa in her life was not comfortalite tver parents. She also had unsuccessful inarehationship with
her lover. She only succeeds to maintained frieipdafth her best friend and guide, Viney DanieleeSvas an assistant

vice president at Metropolitan Life. Viney alwayspports to Ursa for her struggle. She always muivdner to search

I self." Definition of self by Merriam-Webster. Rigtved on 26 Apr. 2015.

2 Your Dictionary definition and usage example, Low&how Corp.,Retrieved on 26 Apr. 2015.
3 WebsteiNew World CollegeDictionary, Wiley Publishing, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio, Retrievat 26 Apr. 2015.

* The American Heritage® Dictionary of the Englismigaage, 5th edition Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Pibing CompanyRetrieved
on 26 Apr. 2015.
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herself. Viney warned her,

'You can't hear your own self, your own voice tgyito tell you which way to go, what to do
with your life.' (112)

The novel opened with the main protagonist of theeh Ursa. She was thirty years old, an unemplogsdarch
analyst. She was slowly leaving an abortion clemd returning her home at Manhattan's Upper Welg. $ier thoughts
shifted from one person to the next: her friendeyinher lover Lowell, her parents but where she. WaBaughterswas a
powerful novel, carefully constructed around theyg black woman, Ursa Beatrice Mackenzie. Herwes a mirror of
worlds of Triunion, a fictional Caribbean islandation, and New York City. The novel begins with leparture from a
New York City clinic feeling guilty about having tiaan abortion. The abortion explored her failedadre and ruined
lives, a legacy of slavery, colonialism, and racisnthe AmericasDaughtersexamined the role of black women in the
New World, who must, because of the effects ofestavracism, and sexism, found the courage andiresfulness to act
alone. Black women were must lead the struggleetdrée and whole whether it was West Indian or Nk African

American.

Marshall’'s noveDaughters(1991) was about self-definition. The novel cestem a young woman, Ursa Beatrice
Mackenzie. She was living in New York City and remd from the Caribbean Island of Triunion. She ¢wduig typical
American middle-class problems: education, caraed, a love affair. When she visited Triunion, sbalized her life and
spirit. In this novel, Marshall explored the struggle ofmen for their self-definition. They women includede first was
Estelle Harrison, P.M.'s wife, and Ursa's mothdre Becond was Celestine, P.M. and Ursa's Creatmyharlhe third
character was Astral Ford, P.M.'s long-time migresd manager of his resort and Ursa herself. Wesaa represented to
all young black women who struggled for own selfigidon. Ursa needed to control her own life inrhmvn way.

Through her struggle, she wanted to become comgleppy and independent person.

Although the novel related to the major theme afisty and racism, Marshall was highly focused enstnuggle
of Ursa and other woman characters for their seffrition. Ursa as a black woman struggled a lohén life. She was
alone and not decided what to do in her life. Shs wonfused in her life. She was thinking aboutdmotions, thoughts,

and feelings, and this was the beginning of heigsfie for self-definition.

Another woman character was Ursa’s mother, EstShe. knew the importance of self-definition. Shecemaged
her daughter toward the total freedom. She alwgwexiated Ursa's decision and supported her instreggle for
self-definition. Though she was unable to foundsbdy she motivated Ursa to found her own way. IEstheighly
influenced by Congo Jane and her consort Will Cadjthey immortalized in a heroic group sculpturdedathe National
Monument. Estelle often takes Ursa to the monumigmbugh this incident, Marshall connects the leshig of the black
woman, the necessity of struggle, and the figufedrea and Estelle. It shows the Estelle’s devotmrstruggle for her
self-definition. At the college, Ursa's thesis posgl was rejected. The proposal related to stuelylfick men and women

as represented by Congo Jane and Will Cudjoe.r€festion showed the struggle continued.

Celestine was another self-sacrificing woman irs tdvel who lived her entire life for other peopBhe was
devoted to first for Mis-Mack and then for Primusdéhis only child, Ursa. She was alone in herdifiel abandoned by her
family. She was not having the friends, lovers eatives. Celestine truly devoted to her family.cOrkstelle suggested

that Celestine should go to the movies with Estalid Ursa, but Celestine refuses. Her devotionlayalty towards
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family comes first. Astral Forde was a daughter Wwband to status and security. She engaged witle $oatball players
on the beach. This relationship ended with unwaptegnancy and abortion. After this incident, steswalso very much
aware for her self-definition in her life. She ches only those lovers who can help her achievendinhand emotional

independence.

The women were a battle against the obstacleséir tealization of themselves. Celestine Mariedose of her
intelligence and loyalty became housekeeper andlyffamtainer. Astral Forde, an ambitious countrymaam, became
Primus’ long-term mistress; loyal and intelligeBhe and Ursa bond in a powerful scene after Madkndefeat. Viney,
Ursa’s New York City friend, was a determined singhother. Marshall explored Ursa’s struggle for self-definition

through her breaking up with her lover Lowell ahé gjuits a prestigious job.

Paule Marshall’'sDaughterswas gained respect and popularity since its patiin. Daughterscontinues
Marshall's exploration of women, often living in dwcultures, who came to known themselves as frememo as
individuals, and as members of the African Diaspddarshall highly influenced in language, politiend life by her
mother and the other Barbados women who sat aked@h her mother’s kitchen after working long dajsaning other
people’s houses. Her novels are tributes to the avowho scrubbed so their daughters could write. YWgnificant and
important themes explored throughout the novel. rAbo symbolized women's dependency and their leskiess.
The statues of slave woman Congo Jane and her, MiirCud Joe were symbolized the struggle andstasce of black

women.

Marshall explored the psycho-social and intellectevelopment of young women of Caribbean American
Community. Daughtersbased on the female development of self-realimatMain protagonist faced many conflicts
throughout their journey. Marshall constructed Hsteand Ursa both are strong women who struggledentify
themselves. Estelle struggled against her husbgutiical and sexual betrayals. Estelle did notehghe courage to
struggle openly so; she encouraged Ursa to striggleer self-definition. Ursa had strength andaiyy to struggle for
self-definition. In the process of struggle forfaddfinition, Ursa and Estelle increased their ustbnding and decrease
their racial prejudices and preconceptions. Botmen are struggling to establish own identity. Ursédry suggested that
dependency can be broken. Through the other womaracters like; Estelle, Astral, and Celestine Mallsexplored the
material reality of dependency continues to opeidlhe showed through these characters that depgndeEmains and that

the need persists to confront entrenched structfrpewer.

Through Ursa’s struggle for self-definition Mardhapresented those women who also struggled \viir tife.
Marshall was used language and dialogue very dpthughout the novel that reflects the social eswinent and struggles

of the characters. All characters are well definda was an inspirational character in this novel.
CONCLUSIONS

Marshall beautifully wrote and strongly weaved th@wverful story into an easily understood. Marskalblored
Ursa and other woman characters’ struggle fordefifaition in this novel. Through their, struggleakéhall had drawn the
harsh realities of African American life. Ursa aotther female characters struggled for their seffriteon. They went
through many difficulties, but they had the stromdl power for achieve their own identity in sogietMany people all
over the world were living without any purpose, mation and aim. They did not define the self afirtbt know what to

do in their life. Self-definition achievement wasceeeding to give a clear, confident acceptanaenetelf to person. A
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person often allows the acceptance of their selfglan important role in their life. It always lsath an increase in

self-confidence, positive psychological adjustmantl decreases the negative perceptions. It wasteaoedinary novel

that enlightened the other black women to redefieenselves.
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